READING WORKSHOP
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Reading Series: Our district is continuing its work this year with the Scott Foresman reading series that we started last year. This program will essentially be used to teach and model how to employ various reading strategies and skills to deepen comprehension and become overall fluent readers. Each unit in the program revolves around a theme which will help children to make connections amongst texts and go beyond the basic details of a story. They will learn how to dive deeper into its meaning and therefore understand it better by looking at messages, main ideas, author’s purpose, etc.

Independent Reading: This is the place where students can independently practice applying the strategies and skills learned. Students will self-select a book to read in class each day. However, students will be expected to choose books on their own level to promote growth in reading. This whole process of selection and comprehension of these texts is monitored through short written responses and individual conferences with the teacher. The goal is to have the students read something they are comfortable with and can understand that will neither frustrate nor bore them.

Word Study: To assist students in meeting the goal of improving their reading, it is important to also take a close look at words, how they work, and how to determine their meaning. This will be achieved through a combination of spelling, phonics, and vocabulary study. Students will do some form of word study each day in class and through homework.
