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Welcome Aboard Mrs. Seadale’s 

First Grade Classroom

Reading Workshop

First graders are very eager to grow as readers. Reading Workshop instruction is linked with Scott Foresman and Project Read materials to offer a comprehensive reading program to meet varying student needs. The Daily 5 Reading Workshop system gives students an opportunity to practice reading to self, reading to someone, word work, listening to reading and writing.  Reading CAFÉ is an acronym for Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency, and Expanding Vocabulary. The CAFE system fosters small group guided reading instruction based on clusters of students with similar goals. Constructed Response writing offers students the opportunity to demonstrate comprehension skills. Consistently reading on a nightly basis and discussing stories with your child at home will help your child master reading strategies used by successful readers.

Writing Workshop
Writing Workshop encourages young authors to blossom. Whole group mini-lessons, which are linked to larger units of study, focus on the craft of narrative, small moment, and report writing. During independent writing time the teacher individually confers with students concentrating on what each student needs to improve his or her writing. Resources for Writing Workshop instruction include Primary Writing Instruction by Lucy Calkins & Beth Neville and Talking, Drawing, and Writing Lessons for Youngest Writers by Martha Horn & Mary Ellen Giacobbe as well as additional writing instructional materials. 

Math Workshop

A challenging math curriculum adheres to the NCTM Standards and the NECAP Grade Level/Grade Span Expectations to reinforce the understanding of mathematical concepts. Everyday Mathematics, First Steps in Mathematics and additional resource books/materials are utilized to provide mathematics instruction during Math Workshop. Key understandings describe mathematical concepts used in math problems solving.
Science Workshop

Science Workshop facilitates the 5 E’s of the learning cycle of science through, engagement, exploration, explanation, elaboration, and evaluation. The science curriculum adheres to the New England Common Assessment Program (NECAP) Grade Span Expectations (GSEs) in Life Science, Physical Science, and Earth & Space science. First grade utilizes 3 KITES science kits: Balance & Motion, Weather, and Organisms, throughout the year to provide activities encouraging inquiry and experimentation guided by district assessment targets. 

Social Studies

First Grade Social Studies curriculum is based on RI Social Studies Standards Expectations, National Geography Standards, and the National Social Studies Standards (NCSS). Three essential questions drive instruction in the first grade Our Neighborhood & Town thematic unit of study.
· How do maps help us understand our community? 

· How are needs and wants met within the community? 

· How can we be good citizens in our community? 

Children learn to use maps, globes and other geographic representations to interpret various representations of our community. Community helpers are identified and children consider many local businesses that provide goods and services to all.

Handwriting

First Grade handwriting instruction is based on the Handwriting Without Tears handwriting program. The program is developmentally based and utilizes workbooks and hands-on materials to inspire learning. Children practice basic lower and upper case print manuscript throughout the year. Children review the appropriate usage of upper case letters within sentence structure so that they remember to consistently use lower case letters within words. 

Homework

· Reading & Math~ Practicing reading and math facts at home with your child each night develops competence and confidence. Parents are asked to record practice nightly and return the Weekly Reading & Math Log Sheet to school each Friday. 

· Spelling~ First Grade Spelling Word Lists are sent home on Monday night and students are encouraged to practice their spelling words by putting the word list in ABC order and playing spelling word games at home throughout the week to prepare them for Friday’s weekly Spelling Test. Weekly spelling lists are a mix of phonics based groupings and sight vocabulary words. 
Communication

The Nayatt School Home Link Folder that your child has been bringing back and forth to school serves as an important communication tool between parent and teacher. Please be sure to check this folder each night to help you stay on top of first grade happenings. Also, check out the Nayatt website for updates via the Barrington District Website. Please feel free to contact me by note, e-mail or by phone and I will gladly respond as soon as possible. My e-mail is: seadalen@bpsmail.org. 

Parent Volunteers

Parent Volunteers are encouraged to get involved in our classroom and I am very grateful for any support you are able to give, both in the classroom. Room parents are responsible for helping to plan celebrations, coordinating field trip chaperones, and organizing special activities. The children love having guest readers so please feel free to volunteer to read a favorite book to the class. Our classroom parent volunteer coordinator schedules volunteers on a monthly basis so please contact her if you would like to be on the volunteer schedule.

Lunch & Morning Snack

Morning recess & snack time is enjoyed each morning at10:30 so please pack a healthy snack for your child. If your child is buying a lunch or milk from school, please send the cash/check in an envelope labeled with his/her name. You may pre-pay for school lunches on a weekly or monthly basis. Also, please clearly label all backpacks, lunch bags and jackets with your child’s name so that lost belongings can be located. 
Star Student of the Week

Each week we have a new Star Student in our classroom. Please watch for additional information about this special opportunity to be sent home on a Friday when your child has been chosen to be our highlighted as our Star Student the following week.

Scholastic Book Club

Each month I will be sending home a monthly See Saw Scholastic Book order brochure. Book orders are totally optional but if you are interested in ordering Scholastic books, please attach a check payable to Scholastic Books (rather than cash) with your order form. The Scholastic Book order bonus points are used to obtain books for our classroom library.

Birthdays

Children may celebrate their special day in school. Birthdays are recognized with a birthday song, certificate, and a special treat. If you would like to provide a sweet treat for the class to share during morning recess snack time, there are 21 students in our classroom this year.

Field Trips

Each year first graders take a field trip. In the past, first graders have enjoyed a trip to the Roger Williams Park & Zoo in the spring. We are very grateful to the Nayatt PTO for funding field trips and we look forward to planning a class field trip later this year.

Responsive Classroom

Each day the children have enjoyed greeting each other, sharing a morning message and joining in an activity as a part of our Responsive Classroom Morning Meeting. Learning social skills is an important piece of first grade. The Responsive Classroom approach emphasizes teaching children to take care of themselves, each other, and the school environment so that everyone can learn at his/her best. It places a strong emphasis on students setting goals for their own learning and taking responsibility for reaching these goals with support from the teacher. Family participation is advantageous to your child’s education and I look forward to working together as a team to support your child’s growth. 

Our classroom values individual differences and instruction is differentiated by development, learning style, and interest. RC (Responsive Classroom) and PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support) go hand in hand to encourage social growth through cooperation, responsibility, empathy, and self-control. Students are supported to think critically, question deeply, and problem solve creatively during each of the content areas of instruction.
